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Benediktíni Cisterciáni Premonštráti Dominikáni Kartuziáni Františkáni

From the year 1010 to the year 1526, more than 100 
monasteries were founded in the area of present-day Slo-
vakia, and from the very beginning of their existence they 
fulÞlled, in addition to their religious function, a signiÞ-
cant role in the expansion of civilization, education and 
culture.

They founded schools, contributed to the broadening 
of education, cultivated science and acted as pioneers in 
the development of architecture, literature, music and art. 

However, they also played a signiÞcant role in the eco-
nomic life of the regions in which they operated.

This was also the case in the Slovakian area. Hand in 
hand with the process of spreading Christianity here, 
monasteries originated which were built according to the 
model of their parent monasteries, and this set the trend in 
the development of culture and education. Their activities 
and impact on their surroundings helped bring the Slovak 
territory into the sphere of European culture.

MEDIEVAL MONASTERIES IN SLOVAKIA AND 
THEIR FATES 

During the Middle Ages more than 100 monasteries were active in the area of Slovakia
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The Order of the Benedictines, 
one of the largest and oldest of all 
religious societies, was established 
by Benedict of Nursia (? � 547). The 

order�s Þrst monastery was founded 
in Monte Cassino in the year 529. This 

monastery became the model for the estab-
lishment of further Benedictine monasteries throughout 
Europe. The Þrst Benedictine monasteries in the Slova-
kian area were founded in the year 1075 at Zobor and in 
Hronský Beňadik. Other signiÞcant monasteries were sub-

sequently founded in Krásna nad Hornádom, Rimavské 
Jánovce, Klí�, Ludanice, Bzovík, Skalka nad Váhom and 
other locations throughout Slovakia. From the year 996 to 
the year 1458 a total of 16 Benedictine monasteries were 
established on the territory of present-day Slovakia on the 
basis of the Benedictine motto �Ora et Labora� (�Pray and 
Work�), and in addition to expanding the faith, they also 
became signiÞcant cultural and educational centres. Ben-
edictine monasteries were governed by strict rules which 
related not only to liturgical life, but also to agricultural 
administration and the morals of monastery life.

Between 1010 and 1458 a total of 
16 Benedictine monasteries were 
established in the territory 
of present-day Slovakia.

Diakovce Klí� - interiér kostola

�tôlaRimavské Jánovce

 THE BENEDICTINES (Ordo sancti Benedicti)

Klí�Nitra Codex 34 Sv. Benedikt, Hronský Beňadik
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NITRA - ZOBOR

The Benedictine monastery at Zobor originated in the 
early 11th century. According to Hungarian literature, 
tradition has it that the monastery was founded by St. 
Stephen in the year 1010 in honour of St. Hippolyte. 
Kosmas� report about the death of Svätopluk�s younger 
son at the Zobor monastery (he died in 899) and Maur�s 
legend about St. Svorad, who lived at the Zobor mon-
astery around the year 1000, permits the assumption 
that during the reign of St. Stephen the monastery at 
Zobor already existed. The Þrst abbot known by name 
was Philip. St. Andrew was a member of this monastery 
as was St. Benedict, who was canonized together with 
Stephen, Imrich and Gerhard. The monastery was also a 

 Pečať zoborského klá�tora

locus credibilis, a place where authenticated documents 
were issued. The Þrst document associated with the ac-
tivities of the monastery as a locus credibilis dates from 
1247. In 1342 Abbot Thomas of the monastery took part 
in a meeting of the Esztergom Chapter. The Benedic-
tines were active at Zobor until 1468, when King Mat-
thias Corvinus abolished the monastery and its property 
passed to the Bishopric of Nitra. The last members of the 
Benedictine order left Zobor in 1471. In 1695 Bishop L. 
Maťa�ovský placed an order of Kamaldul anchorites at 
Zobor, where they remained until 1782. Between 1695 
and 1697, a majestic Baroque monastery complex was 
built on the site of the medieval monastery according 

This altar painting portraying the Baroque monastery built from 
1695-1697 dates from the 18th century 2 

to designs by an unknown Viennese architect from the 
circle of J. B. Fischer of Erlach. This Baroque monas-
tery complex is preserved in an 18th century altar paint-
ing which is today located in the Nitra art gallery. After 

the abolition of the monastery by Joseph II in 1782, the 
buildings became dilapidated, and today only the pictur-
esque ruins testify to the rich and famous history of the 
Zobor monastery.

... as well as a record of the history of monasteries in this areaThe Benedictine monastery at Zobor was probably already established at the time of the Great Moravian Empire....

Silver pfennig from Freisach from 1200-1246, minted by the Archbishop
of Salzburg during the rule of Eberhard II Fragment of a Romanesque capital

Groundplan of the unearthed medieval and modern times walls and outcomes of the 
geophysical research

unearthed medieval masonry
assumed shape of  the medieval walls

medieval objects
the 17th-18th centuries

Baroque water main 
area researched in 1942
area researched in 2001-2003

geophysical research (J. Tirpák)
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The monastery at Hronský 
Beňadik was founded by Gejza 
I in the name of St. Benedict in 
the year 1075, at the time the Þrst 

Roman Catholic basilica was also 
built. This basilica was discovered in 

the years 1881-1883 beneath the Gothic church, which 
had been built between 1346-1375. At the beginning 
of the 15th century the monastery building was seri-

King Gejza I founded the Benedictine monastery in Hronský 
Beňadik in honour of St. Benedict

The monastery in Hronský Beňadik during the second half of the 
19th century, as it appeared to Viktor Mi�kovský 4

The Þgurative carvings in the doorway date from the 
period 

The main doorway, situated between the two west towers, 
has a stepped design with a rich structure and a large pointed 

archivolt.

Construction development of the Gothic church and adjacent 
parts of the monastery according to V. Mencel 3

then ended for a certain time, but in 1711 work again 
began on the upper ßoor of the cloister and in 1724 the 
dining room, whose ceiling is decorated with a fresco 

showing the battle of Moháč, was renovated. A Þre 
broke out in the town in 1881 and it also 

destroyed the monastery grounds. 
Repairs then lasted until 1885. 

The church was reconse-
crated in 1889 while smaller 
repairs took place up to 
the year 1901 and in the 
years 1946-1950, when 
one tower, damaged dur-
ing World War II, was 
renovated. In the 1950s 
a charity administered 
the monastery, and after 
1989 it was taken over 
by the Salesians. Today 
the Polish order of the 
Palotines work here. 

ously damaged as a consequence of war; therefore the 
bishop turned to the Pope with a request for permis-
sion to arrange indulgences. He received permission, 
and in the years 1406 and 1407 work on the renewal 
of the monastery began. It was completed in 1410. The 
Benedictine monastery in Hronský Beňadik ranked 
among the most prominent in Hungary during in the 
Middle Ages. From the 13th century onward, the mon-
astery was a locus credibilis. The seal of the monas-
tery as a locus credibilis was used for the Þrst time in 
1232. The monastery ended its activities in 1537 when 
it was rebuilt into a fortiÞed castle and came into the 
ownership of the Esztergom Chapter. From this year 
on, nearly 100 years of building work passed in the 
area of the monastery. In 1537-1538 work began on 
fortifying the buildings. During the years 1565-1588 
the church was then converted into a fortress. The 
large Gothic windows were walled up, the peripheral 
walls were raised and artillery towers were built. In 
1581 a new drawbridge was constructed and in 1588 
barracks were added. In 1613-1614 the guardhouse, 
tower and powder mill were all repaired. In 1690 the 
crypt of �tefan Koháry was built. Construction work 

The Gothic Lord�s CofÞn 
from 1480 was made for 
the monastery in Hronský 
Beňadik, in 1881 the Primate 
János Simor transferred it to 
Esztergom 5

The interior of the church

HRONSKÝ BEŇADIK
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Ruins of the Benedictine monastery at Skalka, as pictured by
 J. Könyöki in 1881 6

The Benedictine monastery at Skalka was built on the site 
where the anchorites St. Svorad and St. Benedict live in the 

10th and 11th centuries 7

The Bishops of Nitra established 
the monastery before the year 1208 
in honour of St. Benedict at the place 
where, in the 10th and 11th centu-

ries, the anchorites St. Svorad and St. 
Benedict lived. According to the founda-

tion document, the monastery originated at the place of the 
martyrdom of St. Benedict. The Þrst written mention of the 
monastery dates from 1224. In that year Bishop Jacobus of 
Nitra presented the monastery with extensive lands. At the 
same time the bishop allowed members of the order to preach 
and to heal freely within his diocese. In 1238 Adalbert IV also 

bestowed property on the monastery. In the early 14th century 
the monastery was signiÞcantly damaged as a consequence of 
war. In 1508 documents still mention Abbot Alexius, but when 
an ofÞcial visitation arrived here, only one member of the Ben-
edictine and one member of the Cistercian order were living in 
the monastery. The last abbot is mentioned in documents dating 
from 1527. From 1528 onwards the abbacy existed in name 
only, and after a series of titular abbots, the Jesuits came to 
Skalka in 1644 after the Bishop of Nitra bestowed the monas-
tery and its property on them. A new monastery was then built 
from 1667-1669 in the vicinity of the original monastery, of 
which by then only ruins remained. In the early 18th century 
the Kuruc (anti-Habsburg) forces damaged the monastery, but 
in 1712-1713 it was renovated. The decorations in the interior 
of the monastery date from this period. In 1717 the tower of the 
church of St. Andrew - Svorad and St. Benedict was rebuilt, 
and the high walls protecting the monastery from the River 
Váh were repaired. After abolition of the Jesuits, however, the 
monastery began to fall gradually into ruins. In 1852-1853 the 

The monastery courtyard is merely a ruin today, but still continues to attract tourists

Tourists show the greatest interest in the cave where they can 
see a sitting Þgure of St. Benedict

monastery church was restored and the divine tomb and cave 
of the saints were renovated. Life, however, did not return to 
the monastery, though its imposing ruins have in recent years 
attracted the interest of tourists from both home and abroad. 

Areál klá�tora

During reconstruction of the monastery, fragments of 
architectural items from older buildings were also re-used

SKALKA
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The Order of the Cistercians 
was founded by Bishop Robert 
of Molesme in the year 1098 in 
Cîteaux (Cistercium). Pope Calixt 

II sanctioned the order in the year 
1119. The Þrst Cistercian monastery 

in the area of today�s Slovak Republic originated in the 
year 1223 in Spi�ský �tiavnik. In addition, specialist lit-
erature suggests the existence of Cistercian monasteries 

THE CISTERCIANS (Ordo Cisterciensis)

also in Bardejov, Bratislava (Cistercian nuns), Lipovník 
and Lučenec. In the monasteries they cultivated educa-
tion and the pious life in asceticism, but members of the 
order also performed economic activities, particularly 
deserving credit for the application of new methods and 
technologies in agriculture. Members of the order re-
nounced luxury and lived modestly in voluntary poverty 
and self-denial. They did, however, carry out religious 
activities in the area around the monastery.

LipovníkSpi�ský �tiavnik

Lipovník

SPI�SKÝ �TIAVNIK

The monastery was founded 
in 1223 by Prince Dionysus 
and Prince Colomanus, who 
was then the owner of Spi� Cas-

tle. The church, according to the 
rules of the Cistercian Order, was 

consecrated to the Virgin Mary. The Þrst monks 
came to Spi�ský �tiavnik from Wąchock Abbey in 
Poland. In 1530 the monastery was the target of 
an attack by the robber-baron Matthias Ba�o, who 
ransacked the complex. The monastery came to an 
end in 1543, and a manor house was constructed 

A lush and green historical park today covers the mystery of the 
medieval monastery

On the site of the monastery, or close by, stands a Renaissance manor house today, which was supposedly built from re-used 
architectural pieces from the former monastery

from the building materials, which in 1579 came 
into the ownership of the Thököly family. Only a 
few fragments of stone structure from the church 
remain from the original medieval monastery. The 
Cistercians were then supplanted as controllers of 
the monastery property Þrst by the Polish noble-
man Lasky, then later by the Jesuits, the Thököly 
family, again the Jesuits, and after the abolition of 
the Jesuit order the place became the summer seat 
for the Bishop of Spi�. The modern-day visitor has 
the opportunity to see only the unkept park with 
the manor house, standing on the site of the medi-
eval Cistercian monastery.

Spi�ský �tiavnik, fragmenty kachlíc
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Thus far, the earth has only yielded up sparse fragments of once 
signiÞcant value

Archaeologists are gradually attempting to reveal the rich history of the monastery

The presumed site of the monastery is indicated on an aerial 
photograph of the area

PREMONSTRATENSIANS (Candidus et Canonicus Ordo Praemonstratensis)

The Order of the Premonstraten-
sians (also known as the Norber-
tines), established by St. Norbert 
in the Prémontré valley in France 

in the year 1120, founded its Þrst 
monastery in the area of Slovakia be-

tween the years 1124-1131 in Bzovík. Its founder was 
the sheriff of the Hont-Poznan region, the brother-in-
law of St. Ladislaus. By 1387 a further six Premon-
stratensian monasteries had been established on Slovak 
territory: in Leles, in Bíňa, in Jasov, in �ahy, in Ni�ná 

�ahyBzovík

My�ľa and at Klá�tor pod Znievom. The Premonstrat-
ensian monasteries ranked among the most prominent 
ecclesiastical institutions in this area. They not only 
performed pastoral activities but also dedicated them-
selves to the founding of schools. They had extensive 
libraries, dedicated themselves to manuscripts, science, 
pedagogy, artistic as well as economic activities, partic-
ularly in the areas of mining, forestry and agriculture. 
Some members of the order held prominent positions 
at the royal court, and the majority of the monasteries 
performed the role of locus credibilis.

BíňaKlá�tor pod Znievom

Geomagnetické zóny
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The semicircular-arched, stepped west doorway is decorated 
with Romanesque motifs

BÍŇA

The Premonstratensian came to Bíňa in 1217 from Veľký Varadín on the invitation of Amadeus of the Hont-Poznan family

The original Benedictine mon-
astery was founded by the Hont-
Poznan family in 1135. The 

monastery building was situated 
perhaps 500 metres north of the es-

tate castle, which was also the property 
of the Hont-Poznan family. The Benedictines lasted 
here until the year 1217, when they were replaced by 
the Premonstratensians, who were brought here from 
Veľký Varadín (today Oradea in Romania) by Amadeus 
in that year. Bíňa was then a branch of the Premonstrat-
ensian monastery in Veľký Varadín and existed until 

the year 1547, when 
the monastery was 
destroyed. In the 
17th century the ru-
ins of the monastery 
were still evident, 
and according to V. 
Wagner there were 
fragments of fres-
coes still visible in 
the refectory, though 
today only the mon-
astery church and the 
original Romanesque 

The interior of the Romanesque rotunda was richly decorated 
with wall paintings

Capitals of the columns of the tribune

In 1944 the church was bombed 7

The nave of the church. A part of its original columns, buttresses 
and pilasters, decorated with Romanesque capitals, is still 

preserved
metres wide with two Romanesque towers containing 
narthexes on its western end.

An originally Romanesque rotunda dating from the 
early 12th century also belongs to the complex. After 
being destroyed in 1683, it was rebuilt in Baroque style 
in 1775. Damaged again in 1944, it was rebuilt in 
1954, at which time its original Romanesque 
form was partially renovated.

according to the designs of architect J. Hild and in 
1896-1898 yet again, this time by architect V. Czigler. 
In 1944, during World War II, it was seriously damaged 
by bombing. Between 1951-1955 it was rebuilt follow-
ing the designs of A. Pifß. From the original building, 
stone sections of the buttresses, columns and pilasters 
are preserved, decorated with Romanesque and early-
Gothic capitals. The church is 21.7 metres long and 10 

rotunda remain from the entire complex. The church 
was seriously damaged in 1683, and in the years 1722-
1732 it was renovated. In 1867 it was again renovated Capitals of the columns of the Baptist
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The monastery was established 
by Boleslaus, bishop of Vacov, 
in the years 1188-1196 in honour 
of the Holy Cross. The monas-

tery building was seriously dam-
aged during the Tartar invasions in 

the 13th century. It was then rebuilt and expanded 
during the course of the 14th and 15 centuries. The 
monastery incorporates a Gothic chapel decorated 
with wall paintings showing, among others, the Last 
Judgement with the Archangel Michael, and Pope 

The Gothic chapel is situated in the eastern wing of the 
monastery complex and is decorated with frescoes from the Þrst 

half of the 14th century

A fragment of the fresco portraying the Vera icon

Innocent III with the Vera icon and Cardinals. The 
southern wing of the monastery complex is formed 
by the Church of the Finding of the Holy Cross, 
built between 1315-1366. In 1533 the monastery 
was fortiÞed and from 1623-1639 a massive tower 

was built over the entrance portal. The 
monastery was one of the most im-

portant loci credibili in the Hun-
garian realm, and maintained its 
role until 1787. It remained in 
the hands of the Church until 
1945, and served as a home 
for older members of the order 
and lay priests in retirement. It 

The fresco on the south wall of the chapel shows the Last 
Judgement

was later taken into state ownership and used as an 
administrative building and storage place for state 
property, and subsequently as an agricultural voca-
tional boarding school. After 1989 it was returned 
to its original owners � the Premonstratensians, in 
whose hands it still remains.

The Baroque furniture of the church dates from 1744-1750 and 
is the work of Ko�ice sculptor J. Hartmann

Metal-mounted door decorated with 
inscription from 1400 was created for 
the monastery archive

General view of the monastery complex in the landscape
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 We do not know the exact date 
of origin of the Jasov monastery be-
cause the archive of the then existing 

monastery was destroyed during the 
Tartar invasion of 1241. King Adalbert 

IV restored the privileged rights of the 
monastery in 1255. It is likely, however, that the monastery 
already existed as early as 1171. The Þrst stone building 
of the monastery, built in the time of Colomanus, was de-
stroyed by the Tartars. In the later 13th century, a third mon-
astery started being built, this one in Gothic style. Between 
1421-1436 this building was then converted into a fortiÞed 
castle monastery which played a signiÞcant role in the in-
ternal political battles of the 15th century. Ownership of the 
monastery changed a number of times, and for a time it was 

under the control of Hussite armed forces. From the mid-
13th century the monastery was a locus credibilis, but in 
1550 the order had only two member here and the function 
of locus credibilis was temporarily transferred to the Eger 
Chapter. The importance of the monastery is underlined by 
the fact that it was here in 1657 that the Bishop of Eger 
Benedict Kisdy signed the foundation document of Ko�ice 
University. 

The present-day monastery building 
was built on the site of the medieval 
fortiÞed monastery between 1745-1766, 
thanks to the efforts of the then abbot 
Ondrej Sauberer. The architect was An-
ton Pilgram, and the sculptural decora-

The Premonstratensian monastery in Jasov was already in existence prior to 1171.

Ground-plan of the Baroque monastery with the plan of the 
original monastery sketched in

The Jasov monastery around 1695 as seen by Ludolf Gedeon.

View into the nave of the Church of St. John the Baptist

Scenes from Life of St. John the Baptist in the vault of the 
church, painted by Johann Lucas Kracker

The most monumental painting in the monastery, The Sermon of 
John the Baptist, appears on the third vault of the church

tion of the monastery is the work of Anton Krauss, while the 
frescos are the work of the famous Austrian painter Johann 
Lukas Kracker. The renovated monastery functioned in 
Jasov continuously until 1787, when it was abolished on 
the basis of a decree by Austrian Emperor Joseph II. The 
archives and liturgical objects were transferred to Budín and 
other property was auctioned off. The monastery premises 
were then occupied by residents of Jasov, who caused a Þre 
in the complex in 1792, destroying not only the western part 
of the monastery but also a number of houses in the town.

Despite the fact that 16 Hungarian districts requested re-
newal of the activities of the Premonstratensian abbacy in 
Jasov as early as the 1790s, this only happened in 1802, 
when the activities of the monastery as a locus credibilis 
were also renewed.

After the abolition of all monasteries in 1950, the building 
was taken over by a charity, and after 1960 the monastery 
complex served as an asylum. The Premonstratensians re-
turned to Jasov after 1989, and today the monastery again 
pursues its original mission.

The library of the Jasov monastery holds more than 80,000 bound 
books, not only from the Þeld of theology but also other scientiÞc 

disciplines

On the library vault there is an allegory painted by Kracker 
(theology, law, medicine and philosophy)

Embroided coat-of-arms and chasuble 
from the monastery in Jasov
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The Premonstratensian mon-
astery at Klá�tor pod Znievom 

was founded by King Adalbert 
IV in honour of the Virgin Mary. 

Members of the order performed all 
the duties following from the rules of 

the Premonstratensian order; that is, they dedicated 
themselves not only to pastoral but also economic 
activities. The land on which the villages of Lazany, 
Slovany, Valča, and Le�iachovo originated all be-
longed to the monastery. In the late 13th century the 

The Premonstratensian monastery at Klá�tor pod Znievom was built in the years 1251-1260

A drawing presenting a view over the monastery complex 11

The sanctuary is vaulted with a ribbed cross-vault
The Gothic pews were made to measure by J. Könyöki in 1887 

In the interior of the church, Gothic capitals are preserved

The interior of the church

monastery acquired Sosovce, Karlova and other vil-
lages outside the Turiec area, and became a signiÞcant 
economic and cultural centre for the region. From the 
beginning of its existence it played the role of locus 
credibilis. The Premonstratensian took up the building 
of the monastery and its church to the Virgin Mary im-
mediately upon their arrival at Klá�tor pod Znievom. 
The building work took until 1260. The Premonstrat-
ensians owned Klá�tor pod Znievom until 1541, when 
Franti�ek Illésházy took occupancy of it and control of 
its lands. In 1556 the monastery passed into the hands 
of Archbishop Nicholas Oláh, who then turned it over 
to the Jesuits. At present, art-historical research is tak-
ing place in the monastery church and the entire area is 
being prepared for renovation.

Groundplan of the church. Drawing from J. Könyöki 8
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Chapel in the groundßoor of the church-tower
The Order of the Dominicans came 

to the area of modern-day Slovakia 
20 years after the order was founded 
by St. Dominic Guzman in Toulouse 

in the year 1215. Pope Honorius III 
conÞrmed the mendicant society around 

Dominic as a legal order on 22 December 1216, and in 
1220 the General Chapter in Bologne approved the rules 
of the order, which allowed for the activities of the order in 
towns, including preaching activities. The Þrst monaster-
ies of the Dominican Order were founded in the area of 

Banská �tiavnica

present-day Slovakia principally in Ko�ice, Gelnica, Ban-
ská �tiavnica, Komárno and Trnava. By 1526 these Þve 
Dominican monasteries were well-established here, and in 
line with the approved rules of the order they performed 
educational activities as well as evangelical duties. They 
were active as teachers in schools and played a signiÞcant 
role in manuscript-producing activities. Published sources 
differ from one another about the number of Dominican 
monasteries on Slovak territory. The existence of some of 
the monasteries mentioned, or the monastic homes, may 
therefore only be presumed.

Ko�ice

KO�ICE � THE DOMINICAN MONASTERY

The Dominicans established 
their monastery in Ko�ice around 
the year 1290 and from its found-

ing this monastery became a sig-
niÞcant factor in the life of the city. 

The Þrst written mention of the monastery 
dates from 1303. In the 16th century twelve villages 
belonged to the monastery and it also had considerable 
property within the territory of the city. It signiÞcantly 
inßuenced the development of education and culture. 
The monastery also housed an important workshop 
for illuminating manuscripts. In 1556, during a great 
Þre in the city, the monastery complex also burned 
down, forcing the friars to leave. After the departure 
of the Dominicans from the city, the monastery build-
ings were used as a city storehouse. The Dominicans 
returned to Ko�ice in 1697 and from 1700 to 1741 
the city renovated the church at its own expense and 
invited the members of the order to return to their 
monastery. . Between 1754 and 1767 they built a new 
monastery and included the older functional building, 
which formed part of the original medieval monastery, 
into the design. The new building was connected to the 
original building, being added onto the north wall of 
the church presbytery. In 1846 the roofs of the church 
and monastery burned, but were repaired immedi-
ately afterwards. After the abolition of monasteries 
in Czechoslovakia in 1950, the city utilized the mon-
astery building, ultimately as an elementary school 
for the arts. Since 1989 the Dominican monastery in 
Ko�ice has once again served its original purpose.

Kostol dominikánskeho klá�tora v Ko�iciach, ako ho nakreslil 
Viktor Mi�kovský  v roku 1874 11 ...

Key-stone with the Lamb of God

... a jeho súčasný stav

DOMINIKÁNI (Ordo Praedicatorum)
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THE CARTHUSIANS (Ordo Cartusiensis)

The Order of the Carthusians, 
founded by St. Bruno in 1084 in 
the Chartreuse valley near Gre-
noble, France, arrived in the area 

of Slovakia in the later 13th cen-
tury, and by 1526 they had established 

6 monasteries here. Members of the order lived ac-
cording to strict rules approved by the Papal seat in 
the year 1176, and which placed emphasis on silence, 
prayer, contemplation, study and manual labor. They 

Červený Klá�tor Klá�torisko - Lapis Refugii
also dedicated themselves to scribing work. In addi-
tion to the monks, lay brothers also worked in the 
monastery, concentrating on manual labor, caring for 
the sick in the inÞrmary, cultivating curative plants 
and the like, though they did not conduct any litur-
gical activities. Members of the order each had the 
right to a separate hermitage on monastery grounds. 
The Carthusians came to the territory of modern-day 
Slovakia in 1307 and in 1319 founded another mon-
astery (Červený Klá�tor) by the Dunajec River.

Capitals of columns in the contemplative chapel represent the 
changeover from Romanesque to Gothic style in the developing 

construction of the monastery

This decorative Gothic capital testiÞes to the medieval origin of 
the church

The Dominican church was renovated and completed in Baroque style during the years 1700-1741

Červený Klá�tor

Details from a 14th century Missal, originating from the library of the Dominicans in Ko�ice12
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KLÁ�TORISKO - Skala útoči�ťa

Information about the history 
of the Carthusian monastery at 
Klá�torisko comes primarily 
from the work of an anonymous 

chronicler from the 16th century. 
The foundation document which 

was signed by the Spi� Provost Jacobus, 
dates from 19 December 1299. In 1305 construction 
began on the oratory and cells for members of the 
order. The Þrst group of monks came to Klá�torisko 
in 1307 led by their superior, Father Conrad, who 
renounced his position in 1310 in order to fully dedi-
cate himself to scribal activities. The originally poor 

The layout of the monastery shows the place to have been a 
typical Carthusian monastery 13

Kartuziánsky klá�tor na klá�torisku  - Lapis Refugii

monastery gradually began to strengthen thanks to 
various endowments. During the 14th and 15th cen-
turies, not only did they continue to build onto this 
monastery, but in 1320 they also constructed a new 
monastery by the Dunajec River (Červený Klá�tor, 
or the �Red Monastery�). Afterwards, however, the 
monastery fell on hard times. In 1433 Hussite forces 
plundered the monastery, and later, after partial re-
construction thanks largely to Prior Monesser from 
Ke�marok, Brethren mercenaries attacked the mon-
astery and drove away members of the order. They 
settled in Levoča, where they remained for 25 years, 
but in 1478 they returned to their Rock of Refuge and 

Carthusian Gradual with Psalms from the 15th century (uká�ka väzby, strán a iniciál) 1

The Carthusians built their church at Klá�torisko in honour of the Virgin Mary, Mother of God, and St. John the Baptist

began, under the leadership of a 
prior from Mauerbach, to reno-
vate the monastery grounds. The 
monastery underwent radical re-
construction in the 15th and 16th 
centuries, but in 1543 the robber-
baron Matthias Ba�o fell upon 
the monastery, Þrst plundering 
it and then converting it into 
a military fortress. In order to 
forestall further such activities, 
representatives of the church, towns and nobility of 
the Spi� region decided on 20 July 1543 to destroy 
the monastery itself. The members of the order left 
the monastery and moved to Červený Klá�tor.

Stove-tile Carved stone elements from the cloister
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ČERVENÝ KLÁ�TOR

The Carthusians founded Červený 
Klá�tor in 1319 at an important ford 
across the Dunajec River on the road 
to Poland. The Slavonian nobleman 

Henrich, together with his son, estab-
lished the monastery in honour of St. John 

and St. Anton the Anchorite. In addition to the monastery 
and the church, the grounds also featured a hospice in-
cluding a small hospital. In 1431 Hussite forces devastated 
the monastery. Renewal of the monastery and the church 
began in the later 15th centuury and was completed in the 
early 16th century. During the Reformation, the monastery 
was abandoned and remained so until 1705, when it was 
taken over by Kamaldulian monks, 
who rebuilt it and renovated the 
church interior in Baroque style with 
rich stucco ornamentation.

Ten triple-roomed houses for monks were built in the monastery 
grounds

Červený Klá�tor was founded by the Carthusians in 1319

The conservation of the church interior was completed by the Levoča Restoration 
Studios of the Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic in 2007

Net-vaulting in the refectory
Groundplan of the church and part of the monastery
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Archaeologists have uncovered the foundations of older buildings in the chapel

The Herbal of Cyprian is the oldest Herbarium kept in Slovakia, originating from about 1766-1771  16

The Order of the Franciscans formed the largest monastic community in the  area of modern-day Slovakia. During the years 1196-
1437 some 35 Franciscan monasteries were established in this area. The exact number can only be presumed, because different 

published sources provide different numbers

The Franciscan Order was founded 
by St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226). 
The impulse for the establishment 
of the order were revelations which 

Francis experienced in the year 1207. 
The rules of the order, which Francis de-

veloped in 1208, emphasized life in poverty for members 
of the order and care for the poor and the sick. In 1210 
Pope Innocent III supported the establishment of the order, 
though the monastic order was only conÞrmed in 1223 by 
Pope Honorius III. At that time it had already functioned 
since 1221 as a lay movement whose members had also 
to behave according to the strict rules of the order. The 
primary work of members of the order lay in evangelical 
and missionary activities. They called themselves �Ordo 
Fratrum Minorum� (�The Order of the Friars Minor�). In 
the mid-13th century the order divided into Conventuals 
and Minorites. The deÞnitive break into two independent 
orders only took place in 1517, however, with the interven-
tion of the Pope. Besides their evangelical and missionary 
activities, the orders also achieved signiÞcant success in 
scribal work and the development of musical culture. The 
Franciscans came to the Slovakian area in the second dec-
ade of the 13th century. They established their Þrst monas-
tery here in 1228 in Bratislava, later adding a monastery 

in Trnava in 1230 and eventually in some 25 locations 
throughout the territory of present-day Slovakia, so that 
they became the most widespread order inthis country, and 
although at times they have had to leave due to political 
circumstances, they are at present gradually returning to 
their original mission.

Hlohovec

They also built ten triple-roomed houses for the 
monks. Červený Klá�tor has played a signiÞcant role 
in the cultural history of Slovakia. Members of the 

order, together with the Kamaldulian monastery on 
Zobor, took part in the development of textbooks and 
dictionaries of the Slovak language and the Þrst com-
plete translation of the Bible into the Slovak language. 
The life and activities of Father Cyprian, a cultivator 
of curative plants and the author of a well-known tri-
lingual herbal from the 18th century is also associated 
with Červený Klá�tor. In 1782 the monastery was abo-
lished and the grounds came under the administration 
of the new Greek Catholic bishopric in Pre�ov. During 
the Þrst Czechoslovak Republic it was run by a hiking 
club and at present it is used as a museum. Restoration 
of the church interior was completed in 2006.

THE FRANCISCANS (Ordo Fratrum Minorum) 

Unikátny Nový zákon písaný v jazyku jidi� 
zo 16.stor. z franti�kánskej kni�nice v Skalici 15
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BRATISLAVA

The monastery was founded 
after the Tartar invasions in the 
1240s. The Þrst written mention 
of it dates from the 1270s, when 

Czech king Přemysl Otakar II oc-
cupied Bratislava and residents of 

the town gathered in the monastery grounds. King 
Ladislaus IV ordered the building of the church, 
which was consecrated on 25 March 1297 in the 
presence of the king Andreas and high clergy. Near 
the church stood a chapel which was torn down in 
the later 14th century and replaced with a two-storey 
funeral chapel. In the 14th century a new monastery 
was added to the church, and a Gothic tower to its 

exterior walls. The monastery burned a number of 
times, and in 1590 it was damaged by an earth-

quake. After 1613 it was gradually rebuilt, a 
process that lasted until 1861. It is one of the 

few monasteries which survived the period 
of the Turkish wars, and with shorter and 

longer breaks it has existed and still ex-
ists today.

The Franciscan monastery in Bratislava was founded before the year 1250

Decorative hlavice stĺpov are prominent representatives of the late 
Gothic in Slovakia

Pohľad do svätyne kostola The chapel of St. John the Evangelist is vaulted with four Þelds 
of ribbed cross-vaults featuring richly-decorated keystones

The two-storey funeral chapel built on the site of the original 
chapel in the later 14th century

Pohľad na priečelie franti�kánskeho kostola
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LEVOČA

The Conventual Franciscan 
monastery in Levoča was found-
ed in 1309 by Master Dvonč 
in honour of St. Ladislaus and 

the Virgin Mary. The monastery 
buildings, along with the church, 

were completed in the late 14th century. They were 
built very close to the town walls at the same time as a 
tower of the town fortiÞcations, with an addition to the 
west wall of the church (the so-called Polish gate). The 
western outer wall of the monastery formed the inte-
rior stretch of the town fortiÞcations. In the early 16th 
century the church and monastery were renovated and 
in the later 16th century the complex was transfered to 

the administration of Slovak Protestants, who held 
it until 1671. It was then in very poor condi-

tion and it was transferred to the Jesuits, 
who renovated it and altered it into 

Baroque style. The monastery 
and the church together form 

a cohesive complex with a 

The Conventual Franciscan monastery in Levoča was founded in 1309

The ground plan of the monastery as drawn by V. Mi�kovský in 
1878 16

preserved. Fragments of Gothic wall paintings from 
the 14th and 15th centuries, which were restored be-
tween 1932-1935, are preserved in the church and in 
the monastery. After the departure of the Jesuits, the 
monastery buildings were long left unused, though at 
present � after thorough renovation which also served 
as an archaelogical survey in 1992-1998 � a church 
grammar school now operates in the grounds. 

This drawing by V. Mi�kovský depicts the west front of the 
monastery in 1878 18

peaceful courtyard in the middle. On all four sides it 
is built with an arcaded cloister, in which the original 
Gothic entry doorways to the monastery buildings are 

Southern portal and architectural elements from the sanctuary, 
drawn by V. Myskovsky 17

View into the church with Baroque furnishing Gothic vaults in the sanctuary of the church
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King Matthias founded the Fran-
ciscan monastery in Okoličné in 
1476 in honour of the Virgin Mary. 
The monastery complex was built 

between 1480-1492. Construction 
on the church ended in 1489, when the 

lord of Liptov Castle was Johannes Corvinus, which is 
why his family crest appears here. In the 16th and 17th 
centuries the monastery was rebuilt and expanded. The 
Franciscan monastery in Okoličné forms a compact ar-
chitectural whole with an oblong courtyard framed by 
an arcaded cloister and connected to the church on the 
northern side. The church is a triple-aisled basilica with 
a polygonal end to the presbytery and a Gothic chapel 
with fan vaults. The aisles of the church are vaulted with 
star vaults. The Franciscans left the monastery in 1581,  
but at present the monastery grounds are again being 
revitalized.

View from the north � drawing by V. Mi�kovský, 1877 20 View from the courtyard

General view of the monastery � present stateThe monastery church from the 15th century

Groundplan of the church, drawn by V. Mi�kovský v roku 1876 19

Gothic architectural elements in the churchnave



38 39

PA
U

L
IN

IS
T

S

Levice

Šahy

Komárno

Nitra

Nové Zámky
Dunajská Streda

Galanta
Šaľa

Malacky

Bratislava

Trenčín

Nové Mesto n. V.

Topoľčany

Partizánske

Prievidza

Zvolen

Detva

Veľký Krtíš

Krupina

Lučenec

Rimavská Sobota

Banská Bystrica

Žiar n. Hronom

Piešťany

Holíč

Senica

Trnava

Skalica

Považská Bystrica
Martin

Ružomberok

L. Mikuláš

Dolný Kubín

Trstená

Žilina

Čadca Bardejov Svidník
Medzilaborce

Vranov n.T.

Humenné

Snina

Michalovce

Sp.N. Ves

Poprad

Spišská Belá

Červený Kláštor

Kežmarok

Sp. Podhradie

Levoča

Prešov

KošiceRožňava

Lipovník

Jelšava
Tisovec

Brezno

Tornaľa

Trebišov

Sečovce

K. Chlmec

Stará Ľubovňa

Štúrovo

TurčianskeTeplice

Beckov
1431

Šaštín
1733

Gombaseg
1371

Novosad
?

1762

S.N.Mesto
?

H. Lefantovce
1369
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VEĽKÉ LOVCE - MÁRIACSALÁDTHE PAULINISTS (Ordo Fratrum S. Pauli Primi Eremitae)

The Order of the Paulinists (Ordo 
Fratrum S. Pauli Primi Eremitae) 
was founded by the Esztergom can-
on Eusebius around the year 1250. 

The Paulinists founded their Þrst 
monastery in the kingdom of Hungary 

on the hill called Patach in the Pilis highlands. The rules of 
the order were conÞrmed by Pope Urban IV in 1262. They 
concentrated exclusively on reclusive and pastoral activi-
ties. They also dedicated their attention on the founding of 
schools and education. Most Paulinist monasteries were 

The monastery and church at Veľké Lovce-Máriacsalád, built in 1512

The monastery was built in the shape of a �U� with the west wing 
of the building forming the body of the church

Only the end of the church sanctuary was preserved, possibly so that 
it could bear the weight of the large wooden cross as a memento

consecrated to the Virgin Mary. In addition to Hungary, 
the order gradually expanded throughout all of Europe, 
particularly in Poland (possibly because in 1786 the order 
was abolished in Hungary), from where present members 
of the order are arriving to occupy the renovated monas-
teries in Slovakia (e.g. at Vranov nad Topľou).

 Between 1250 and 1526 some 15 Paulinist monaster-
ies were established in the area of Slovakia. This number 
is not entirely exact, however, because published sources 
present markedly different Þgures for the number of mon-
asteries.

Gombasek Horné Lefantovce

This monastery was founded 
around the year 1512 by Francis 
Haraszti and Sigismund Lévai in 

honour of the Virgin Mary. The 
monastery is situated in the cadastral 

area of the village of Veľké Lovce, at 
the highest place in the forest, a location once known as 
�Máriacsalád,� or the Virgin Mary�s family. The exten-
sive monastery complex with a large church was built 
of brick. The members of the order, however, departed 
in 1550 and probably after the fall of Esztergom they 
moved into the monastery in Horné Lefantovce, where 
the Paulinists had been working since 1369. 

Marked bricks from the monastery MáriacsaládHorné Lefantovce
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MARIÁNKA

The Paulinist monastery at Mar-
iánka was founded in 1377 by King 
Ludovicus the Great in honour of 
the Virgin Mary. It ranks among the 

meagre number of monasteries in our 
territory which survived the Turkish oc-

cupation. The original Gothic chursch was enlarged 
in the 17th century and modiÞed intpo Baroque style 
in the early 18th century. The church has a single 
nave with an octagonal end to the presbytery. The 
south side of it has two Renaissance chapels built 
on and the entrance to the narthex. The Renaissance 
cloister of the monastery is connected to the north 
side of the nave and presbytery. In 1877, the pres-
bytery was re-Gothicized according to the designs 
of architect J. Lippert. The church nave still has 

The Paulinist monastery in Mariánka was founded in 1377

the rich Baroque stucco decoration on the vaults dating 
from 1722-1733. The older monastery building was 
gradually converted into a summer residence for the 
Archbishop of Esztergom. In 1786 the monastery 

became state property, and in 1840 it was 
rebuilt in neo-Classical style as a 
private manor house.

Ill-favoured fate and the passage of time have almost completely destroyed the former representative premises ... Pohľad do refektára...

...but fragments of frescos on the walls have withstood the test 
of time in order to testify and admonish ...

Groundplan of the church, drawn by J. Könyöki 21

The monastery buildings lie in ruins today. The end 
of the sanctuary is preserved in the church, and frag-
ments of mural paintings in the refectory. The tower on the west 

side of the church was 
added in 1722

Socha Madony 
pochádza z 12. storočia
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OTHER ORDERS - MALE ORDERS

In view of the fact that literary sources do not mention their origin or period of functioning, on the basis of 
published sources we can present only the places of their assumed seats

In the area of Slovakia, as in other parts of Europe, 
religious orders and monasteries which fulÞlled 
their relevant missions, were established accord-
ing to the intentions of the church. Some of them 
endured for longer periods; others for a variety of 
reasons either expired or moved to another place of 
work and surrendered their original seats to other, 

newly-formed societies. Among the most notable 
were orders of monks, knights, canonicals, crusad-
ers, mendicants and clerics. In addition to the or-
ders presented on the preceding panels, these were 
particularly: Antonites, Johannites, Canons Regular 
of the Holy Sepulchre (the so-called Sepulchrites), 
Crusaders, Carmelites, Nazarenes and Templars.

Dravce Rybník

Antonites:
Bratislava, Dravce
Augustinians:
Nové mesto n. Váhom, Veľký �ari�
Johanites: 
Ko�ice, Levice, Mal�enice, Orava, 
Pie�ťany, �túrovo, Trenčín, Trnava.

Canons Regular 
of the Holy Sepulchre: 
Gaboltov, Huncovce, Chmeľov, 
Lendak, Medzianky.
Canons – Crusaders with a red star:
Bratislava.
Crusaders, without further 
specification:
Ke�marok, Richnava, Vigľa�.
Carmelites:
Pre�ov, Prievidza
Nazarenes:
Nitra, Rybník.
Kamaldul:
Červený Klá�tor, Nitra � Zobor

DravcePie�ťany Illuminated Book of Hours 
from 15. c. 22

Socha Madony pochádza z 12. storočiaThe sanctuary of the church was in 1877 adapted in Baroque style

Main nave of the church richly decorated with Baroque 
stuccowork from 1722-1733 

The monastery area with a park
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Dravce - Gothic side altar Vir Dolorum from 15. c. (Johanites) Ruins  of the friary church in - Pie�ťany (Johanites?)

Veľký �ari� - friary chapel (Augustinians) Illuminated Book of Hours from 15.th century. unknown 
monastery 22, 

OTHER ORDERS - FEMALE ORDERS

Female religious communities were active in the area of 
Slovakia in the Middle Ages, though signiÞcantly fewer 
than male orders, and literary sources signiÞcantly di-
verge in mapping them. B. Romhányi, for example, in his 
topography of Premonstratensians in Slovakian territory, 
does not mention female orders at all, while M. Zemene 
mentions them in four different locations. On the other 

hand, Zemene makes no mention of Benedictines and 
Cistercians, while Romhány mentions them in Bratislava. 
For this reason we present a list of names and locations of 
medieval female religious societies in Slovakia mainly as 
an illustration of the fact that although there were fewer 
than in other parts of Europe, female religious orders did 
originate and work in the area of Slovakia.

Beginians:
Ko�ice, Spi�ské Podhradie, 
Bratislava.
Cistercians:
Bratislava.
Clarists:
Bratislava, Trnava.
Basilians:
Pre�ov

Premonstratensians:
Kysucké Nové Mesto, Nitra, Trnava, Vrbové.
Dominicans:
Ko�ice, Petrovany, Trnava. 
Franciscans:
Bratislava, Cífer, Ivánka pri Dunaji.

Bratislava - kaplnka cistercitiek The Clarists in Trnava. Drawn by J. Könyöki 23

Chapel of the Cistecians in Bratislava The Clarists church in Bratislava
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TRNAVA � THE CLARISTS

The Clarist convent in Trnava was established in 1240 
when the church was also built in early-Gothic style. In 
the 14th century the convent was rebuilt. In 1683 the 
convent was destroyed and the church seriously dam-
aged by Þre. In the years 1690-1694 the convent and the 

church were renovated and modiÞed into Baroque style. 
The convent was enlarged with another wing around a 
second square courtyard. In the 19th century the convent 
buildings and the church underwent further alterations. 
At present the buildings are home to a museum.

Groundplan of the church drawn by J. Könyöki 23

BRATISLAVA � THE CLARIST MONASTERY

The Clarist convent in Trnava was founded na začiatku 13. storočia

The Clarists built their own church in the late 13th century 
on a site where the Cistercians had had their convent prior 
to the Tartar invasions. After a Þre in 1515, the church was 
repaired and newly vaulted. After 1526, members of the or-
der abandoned the convent and left for the parent convent in 
Trnava before the arrival of the Turks. In the 1630s, Arch-
bishop Peter Pázmány had the neglected convent repaired. 
After the abolition of the orders by Joseph II in 1783-1784, 
the convent building was remodeled into a school to the de-
signs of J. Tallerr. In the later 19th century and early 20th 
century, the convent building housed a grammar school, and 
today it is home to the Pedagogical Library.

Refektár klá�tora

Klarisky Bratislava, klá�tor

Groundplan of the church drawn by J. Könyöki 24
Sculptures from the present exhibition in the monastery
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